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Andrea Marwah 

Phone: (877) 350-4556 
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ilhandsandvoices@gmail.com   

Web: 
www.ilhandsandvoices.org 

Do you know your child’s protection under the law? 

I hope you are aware that there are two educational laws that protect your 

child who is deaf/hard of hearing.  IDEA (individuals with Disabilities Act) and 

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act are both laws that protect your child in 

public educational institutions.  But, did you know that your child is protected 

under the ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) as well?  Many of you are like-

ly aware that ADA protects your child outside of school.  For instance, if your 

child wants to go to a movie theatre, ADA has provided equal access for your 

child by providing them with captioning sys-

tems to use during a movie.  Or if your child is 

16 and heading out to get their first job, do you 

know their rights in that situation?  Do you 

know that legally they do not have to disclose 

their deafness on an application or in an inter-

view?  Many of you are likely aware of the ADA 

and how it protects the person with disabilities.  

Did you know; however, that your child is pro-

tected under the ADA at school?  Why would 

they need ADA if they have IDEA you wonder?  

Well, simply put the IDEA provides an 

“appropriate education designed to meet the student’s unique needs”, a level 

playing field you could say.  With ADA; however, your child is provided “equal 

access” to materials in any public setting, including education.  Often times the 

term “equal” and “appropriate” does not mean the same thing.  Many times a 

child who is not showing any educational delay but is not receiving equal com-

munication access can file an ADA compliance request with the school and re-

(continued to page 3) 

O.U.R. Children Vook Club 

Who: VOOK Club  

What:  V(irtual B)OOK- as in a virtual book club   

When: 1st Monday of the month 1:00 pm MST 

Where: In the comfort space of your choice (home, office, car, Target, etc…) 

as our meetings take place over the phone and/or computer. We are open to 

providing different options for meeting times to accommodate for the majority 

of our participants.  

Why:  The OUR Children Project exists to Observe, Understand and Respond to 

child abuse and neglect for all children with an emphasis on children with spe-

cial needs as they are at a significantly greater risk of being abused or neglect-

ed.  The OUR Children Project recognized a need to amass a children’s litera-

ture database to help use literacy open up a dialogue for children and adults 

around safety.   

(Continued on page 12) 
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Il Guide By Your Side Parent Guides; Anita from Bloom-

ington and Deb from Springfield, co-organized a fun 

family Fall outing at Gail’s 

Pumpkin Patch near Lincoln, 

Illinois in October!  Families 

came and purchased goods 

from the patch store, 

played games outside, 

picked pumpkins at the 

patch, and road the 

barrel train ride!  It also 

gave the families an opportunity to connect with others 

who have children with a hearing loss.  We had children 

participate ages one up to twelve years old!  This event 

was provided at no cost to the families through funding 

from a contract IL Guide By Your Side has with the Divi-

sion of Specialized Services for Children (DSCC).  To 

make sure you don’t miss out on any of our future 

events please “like” our Illinois Hands & Voices Face-

book page or you can join our email listserv by contact-

ing Carrie at ilhvgbys@gmail.com.  You do not need to 

be an IL Hands & Voices or active Guide By Your Side 

participant in order to take part in our Family Education 

Outreach events hosted by Guide By Your Side.  

Free Family Events in IL 
ceive those needed services.  A big example of 

this is captioning.  Many times a child is making 

good progress but having to work double time to 

access the information by researching more at 

home for the parts they missed during a lecture 

of a class session.  Under the ADA, this child can 

receive “equal” access to that of their peers.  This 

means that if the peers do not have to research 

more in order to pass the class, neither should 

your student.  If you want more information on 

this topic you can contact us at ilhandsanvoic-

es@gmail.com and we can put you in touch with 

an advocate who can assist you. 

(Continued from page 1) 

The Illinois Service Resource Center Parent Uni-

versity is a resource 

for parents and 

guardians to further 

develop ideas and 

support for raising 

children who are 

Deaf, Hard of Hear-

ing, or have Visual 

Impairments. ISRC 

has collected presen-

tations on topics per-

tinent to parents and 

guardians and have 

made them available on the ISRC web-

site, www.isrc.us.  

Upon completion of a module, you will receive a 

Certificate of Recognition. Complete the quiz 

found in each module and return to ISRC via fax, 

e-mail, or regular mail. Your submission will be 

reviewed and returned to you within 30 days. 

Module 1 -- Just for Dads (And Male Caretakers 

of Children with Hearing Loss) 

(Continued on page 19) 

A fter 16 years serving as the Child’s Voice Busi-

ness Manager and a member of the Board of Di-

rectors, Bill Hinkle will retire at the end of the year.  Bill 

was instrumental in 

the development of 

Child’s Voice in Ros-

coe Village and 

Wood Dale.  Brooke Graham has replaced Bill as Busi-

ness Manager. 

On Saturday, December 16, 

Child’s Voice Executive Direc-

tor Michele Wilkins was fea-

tured on Fox 32’s Good 

Morning Chicago!  It was a 

great opportunity to show-

case Child’s Voice and the 

good things our staff does for 

children with hearing loss in 

Chicagoland.      

ISRC Offers Online Parent University 
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Illinois EARS  This newsletter was produced by Illinois Hands & 

Voices, Guide By Your Side in collaboration with:  

Page 10 

See page 11 for more information 

about this form 
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Illinois EARS  

Hands & Voices Headquarters implemented a lev-

eled Recognition Program for all Guide By 

Your Side (GBYS) programs.  This program 

ensures that all GBYS programs provide the 

same basic training which is labeled the Guide 

Level.  There are two additional levels, Lead & 

Senior, that guides can achieve based on completing basic 

competency tasks and additional activity points.  

  

Don’t hesitate to congratulate Anita Mazique and Eva 

Savickas on their recent promotions to Lead Guide 

the next time you speak with them. 

Do you or your child have something to share?  

A new adventure or an accomplishment?     

They can be a part of our next newsletter!  

Stories can be submitted to 

ilhvgbys@gmail.com  

W h o  a r e  y o u  g o i n g  t o  

n o m i n a t e ?  

The Illinois Hands & Voices, Guide By Your Side 

Parent Achievement Award was started with the 

intention to recognize the parents that have gone 

above and beyond caring for and leading their own 

family.  We often say “It takes a village”.  The vil-

lage needs direction, a leader, a voice.  This award 

is to take a moment to reflect and lift up those that 

go that extra mile.  Maybe they gather families to 

meet and socialize.  Perhaps they are on the boots 

on the ground pushing for legislation to cover the 

needs of our children.  They could be that listening 

and supportive peer that always has a minute to 

help during the difficult days.  Any activity, big or 

small, is appreciated and has made a difference in 

our community. 

We encourage you to take a moment to either 

complete the form on page 10 or follow this link  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XG2GZSB to 

nominate a deserving parent of a child with hearing 

loss. 

 

All Nominations are due by 2/19/18. Online voting 

will be open 2/26-3/26. The honoree will be noti-

fied before 3/30. The award will be presented to 

the honoree the morning of 4/15/18 during the 

Mom's Night Inn event at the Hyatt Regency in 

Lisle, IL.  You are welcome to join us on 4/15/18 to 

view the presentation of the award to the selected 

nominee.  

 

More information about Mom's Night Inn can be 

found at our IL Hands & Voices website.  

Latest Promotion on our Team 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XG2GZSB
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Looking for a great way to help IL Hands & Voices?  

No time to run to the store for cards? 

No time to do a scrapbook of your kids? 

Looking for a unique iPhone cover? 

Illinois Hands & Voices has a solution: SendOutCards! Not only do we use this ser-

vice for our non-profit organization, we are offering it to our members and fami-

lies.  For every subscription, IL Hands & Voices receives a percentage.  

With SendOutCards, you can create customized greeting cards that can also include 

gift cards, books and gifts as well. The company prints and sends out the cards 

through US mail. You can upload your handwriting font and signature too!   

      SendOutCards can also help you create: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

www.sendoutcards.com/illinoishandsandvoices  

Check it 

out! 

Illinois Hands & Voices and 

Guide By Your Side participate 

in various fundraisers to sup-

port and enhance these organi 

- 

 

 

 

-zations.  If you are interested in making a  tax de-

ductible donation  contact Andrea Marwah at (877) 

350-4556 or email her at ilhansandvoies@gmail.com.  

Gift Cards for sale! 
Do you buy gift cards? Why not buy gift cards through us and 

allow us to earn a percentage from your purchase?  Here is 

how it works: 

1. Go to www.shopwithscrip.com and set up a family ac-

count. 

2. Enter ED2CCL6419145 so that your purchase will come 

back to IL Hands & Voices Guide By Your Side. 

3. Select and pay for your gift cards using presto pay.   

4. We finalize all orders the 22nd of the month.   

5. You will receive your order in the mail approx. 5-7 days 

after we finalize the orders. 

6. We receive the donation from your purchase directly 

from Shop With Scrip! 

Lots of gift card choices - check them out at 

www.shopwithscrip.com.  There are even reloadable and 

Scrip Now cards which allow you to print the gift certificate 

out from your home printer!  Questions? Contact Carrie 

866.655.4588 or email her at GBYS@choicesforparents.org.   

Page 12 

• Custom photo mugs 

• iPhone and iPad covers 

• Scrap book and photo books 

• Posters 

• Canvas prints   

• Metal prints 

• Postcards 

• And much, much more 

The VOOK Club’s mission is to read, evaluate and 

recommend what we feel to be the most effective 

resources to help adults use literature as a tool to 

create a strong foundation for children’s safety by 

opening up awareness and dialogue around keep-

ing  kids safe from abuse and bullying. It is our 

focus to create and sustain social/emotional 

awareness and provide language around safety 

that cultivates the ease for communication be-

tween adults and children/young adults. We also 

provide additional activities that can be paired 

with each resource to help expand further.    

  

Next Meeting:  

Monday, Feb. 5, 2018 

at 2:00 p.m. CST  

O.U.R. Children's 

Safety Book Discus-

sion: 

The Puppy Story: An 

Introduction to Trau-

ma-Informed Theory 

and Practice  

Join us on Zoom by 

phone or computer.  

  

See this book and discussion on YouTube 

at https://youtu.be/Zc6oSsXUeyw and we'll dis-

cuss it together. 

  

Join from PC, Mac, Linux, iOS or Android: https://

zoom.us/j/7196503159 

Or iPhone one-tap : 

US: +16699006833 

Or dial US: +1 669 900 6833  

Meeting ID: 719 650 3159 

  

Captioning: please login to your event by clicking 

on the link below:  

http://www.coloradorcc.com//Enter.aspx?

EventID=3527340&CustomerID=1798 or visit 

http://www.coloradorcc.com/ and input your event 

confirmation number, 3527340 to receive caption-

ing.   

Please contact Chresta Brinkman 

(chresta@cohandsandvoices.org ) or Christen Nolfi 

(cnolfi29@gmail.com) for more information.  We 

are always looking to add new members and their 

thoughts and ideas! 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

http://www.sendoutcards.com/illinoishandsandvoices
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Page 19 
Stay up to date by becoming a “fan” of  

Illinois Guide By Your Side  and Illinois Hands & Voices  

Save the Dates: 

• Portillos Fundraising night...January 

24th (page 8) 

• Family event...January 27 (pg 19) 

• Mom’s Night Inn, Central IL...March 3 

(page 4-5) 

• Mom’s Night Inn Northern IL...April 

14 (page 4-5) 

• SuperHEARo 5K...April 29 (pg 6) 

Chicago Park District Offerings 

Check out our Chicago Park District, programs for 

the Deaf and Hard of Hearing on 

our FaceBook page!   

  

The Chicago Park 

District specializes in 

serving the deaf and 

hard of hearing com-

munity throughout 

the City of Chicago. 

The parks offer year-

round programming 

to meet recreational 

needs of individuals who have all types of hearing 

loss, from early childhood thru adulthood and pro-

grams to deaf or hard of hearing adults who blind/

visually impaired. 

  

JOIN US at https://www.facebook.com/groups/

CPDDeafHardofHearing/. To those who have already 

accepted us as FRIENDS under SarahTim Parks, 

please join us on our Deaf & Hard of Hearing Face-

Book page. 

 

Winter Programs begin the week of January 

8th through the week of March 12th, 2018.  Don’t 

miss out, Act now! 

Module 2 -- Siblings of Children with Hearing Loss 

Module 3 -- "Walking the Walk"- Karen Putz Journey 

with Hearing Loss 

Module 4 -- Self-Advocacy 101 

Module 5 -- Acronyms and State Resources 

Module 6 -- Leveraging Resources in Transition Plan-

ning 

Module 7 -- Crafting The Best IEP For Your Child Who 

Is Blind or Visually Impaired 

  

Additional modules are being developed and will be 

added. 

 

For more infor-

mation, contact 

ISRC at 847-559

-8195 or 

at isrc@isrc.us.  

(Continued from page 3) 
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Illinois EARS  

Illinois Hands & Voices, Guide By Your Side does not support or endorse any specific organization, communication or amplification choice.  

The information in this newsletter is to simply share with families and professionals the resources and events available to them.  

Guide By Your Side is the result of a collaborative effort between the following: IL Hands & Voices 

and the IL Early Hearing Detection & Intervention (EHDI). 

Looking for a special gift?   

Take a look at this special selection of personalized jewel-

ry made by a fellow mom with a child who has hearing 

loss!   

Visit the shop at www.kennebugboutique.com 


